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On Roll 430, H.R. 852, On Motion to Sus-

pend the Rules and Pass, Nathaniel R. Jones 
and Frank J. Battisti Federal Building and 
United States Courthouse Act, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On Roll 431, H.R. 3167, Gerald B.H. Sol-
omon Freedom Consolidation Act, ‘‘yea.’’ 

On Roll 432, H. Con. Res. 262, On Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Agree, Negotiations 
to Be Held at Doha, Qatar, ‘‘yea.’’ 

I was unable to return to Congress on No-
vember 6th and 7th due to pressing matters in 
my district. 
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TRIBUTE TO BARBARA 

YAROSLAVSKY

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 13, 2001 

Mr. BERMAN and Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, we are honored to pay tribute to our 
good friend of many years, Barbara 
Yaroslavsky. Barbara is being presented the 
prestigious Tzedek (Justice) Award on Decem-
ber 2, 2001 by the Labor Zionist Alliance in 
Los Angeles. We cannot think of a more de-
serving recipient of this award. 

Barbara has a long and remarkable history 
of philanthropy, community service and as a 
strong voice for education and health care 
rights. When Barbara volunteers to sit on a 
board or task force, she doesn’t just show up. 
She actively participates and often finds her-
self leading the group, always compas-
sionately and wisely. 

Barbara has served for the last six years on 
the Mayor’s Task Force on Volunteerism. Last 
year she also worked as a consultant on sev-
eral successful educational projects for the 
Host Committee, which brought the Demo-
cratic Convention to Los Angeles. 

Barbara is a fierce advocate for education 
and has served as vice president for the Bu-
reau of Jewish Education. Barbara also serves 
on the board of LA’s Best, a nationally recog-
nized organization for after school programs in 
101 schools throughout Los Angeles. She is a 
member of the task force of Koreh L.A., the lit-
eracy program of the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Committee (JCRC). She is active on the 
Undergraduate Student Scholarship Com-
mittee at the University of California at San 
Diego. She is committed to bringing every 
child a stimulating, challenging, and quality 
education. 

Barbara is equally committed to access to 
health care, which she believes is a right, not 
a privilege. She is an active member of the 
Friends of the LA Free Clinic and co-chairs its 
president’s council. The Los Angeles Free 
Clinic is a vital asset within Los Angeles’ 
health care system, serving over 50,000 cli-
ents. Barbara has seen to it that the clinic 
maintain its strong presence in the community 
in this uncertain time of health care avail-
ability. 

The Tzedek Award honors Barbara for her 
legacy of community service and her pas-
sionate work on behalf of the Jewish commu-

nity. Barbara chairs the Jewish Public Affairs 
Committee of California and recently led an 
important mission to Sacramento to meet with 
elected officials on legislative issues including 
charitable choice, gun control and affordable 
housing. She is also a member of the adminis-
trative committee of the Jewish Labor Com-
mittee and participates in the Latino Jewish 
dialogue. 

We are honored to call Barbara Yaroslavsky 
our friend, and we ask our colleagues to join 
us in recognizing her distinguished record of 
accomplishments. 
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the veterans of this great land. In 1918, on the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh day in the elev-
enth month, the world rejoiced and celebrated. 
After four years of bitter war, an armistics was 
signed. The ‘‘war to end all wars’’ was over. 
A year later, Armistice Day was declared in 
the United States, to remember the sacrifices 
that men and women made in order to ensure 
a lasting peace. Later this holiday was re-
named Veterans’ Day, and while it has tradi-
tionally been a day of parades and speeches 
by politicians, this year it means much more 
than that. This day is America’s chance to 
thank those who have protected them, even 
when the threat against the homeland was not 
so clearly defined. This day is America’s 
chance to honor those who lost their lives in 
service to our nation. This day is America’s 
chance to unite behind the men and women 
who are now wearing the uniform that genera-
tions of heroes wore before them. 

As our nation’s 1.3 million active 
servicemembers fight this war, let us not for-
get that thousands of our nation’s veterans are 
dying each day. Congress has made some 
great strides on behalf of our veterans this 
year. Since January, the House has passed 
legislation that will benefit the 2.3 million dis-
abled veterans or survivors of disabled vet-
erans, increasing their benefits by $2.7 billion. 
We have expanded the available hours of the 
VA’s toll free information service. We have ex-
panded health and life insurance coverage for 
surviving dependants of veterans, and we 
have provided $550 million over the next two 
years to repair and renovate VA medical facili-
ties. Finally, we have increased GI Bill edu-
cational benefits to qualifying servicemembers 
by 70%. 

We are on the right track, but we need to 
keep pressing forward. We need to make a 
real effort to make progress on remaining 
issues. Implementing concurrent receipt, mak-
ing further improvements on military retiree 
health care, cutting the red tape for veterans 
claims. Our veterans sacrificed their lives and 
liberties. We should make every effort to show 
our gratitude by taking action on the issues 
that concern them. I appreciate all the hard 
work of our leadership and our Veterans Af-
fairs Committee members, and encourage my 
colleagues to join in this important effort. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFELONG 

DEDICATION TO CHILDREN OF 

ANI ‘‘MICHELLE’’ TWITCHELL 

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA 
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 13, 2001 

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of one of my constituents, Ani 
‘‘Michelle’’ Twitchell, who has used her life ex-
perience to impact the lives of numerous 
young people. In fact, it is safe to say that she 
has dedicated her own life to the improvement 
of all young lives. 

Ms. Twitchell has recently composed a 
book, in which she assumes a necessary task 
in these troubling times. Her book, titled ‘‘What 
Happening,’’ addresses the questions pre- 
school age children may be asking their par-
ents and teachers in the face of the Nation’s 
crisis. A press release reads, ‘‘[Twitchell] men-
tally imagines herself in the classroom telling 
stories about police sirens, fire engines and 
ambulances to her young pre-schoolers and 
answering their questions.’’ Far from opportu-
nities, the book’s theme represents a profound 
love for children and a desire to inspire 
strength in the midst of confusion. 

I am hardly surprised that Ms. Twitchell has 
taken on such a task. As I stated, her life’s 
path has led her to an unmatched level of 
dedication to children’s education. She grew 
up in Princess Town, Trinidad and Tobago, in 
a family of six children, where she was con-
sistently called upon to act as a parent. At the 
age of 20, she was widowed with a five month 
old son. Seeking a better life for herself and 
her child, she came to this country wishing to 
raise all children as healthy and strong individ-
uals. 

At present, her story finds her as a teacher 
and Health and Safety Coordinatorr for the 
Kindercare facility in Germantown, Maryland, 
with three beautiful sons, aged five and seven 
and eighteen. She has long dreammed of es-
tablishing a boarding school for abandoned 
children. Perhaps her book will serve as a 
stepping stone to the realization of this dream. 

War and terrorism are more than evils to be 
fought with intelligence and weapons. They 
are frigthening strangers in the minds of young 
children, which we have disburbingly little abil-
ity to explain in terms familiar to pre-schoolers. 
Neither public condemnation nor news cov-
erage provide meaning for our young. While 
we are all affected in these times of terror, 
only our children lack the life experience to 
help them through their fear. 

I am proud of Ms. Twitchell, I am thankful 
for her words, and I believe we are all blessed 
by the love in her heart. Please join me in 
thanking Ms. Ani ‘‘Michelle’’ Twitchell for her 
unmatched contribution to our children’s 
wellbeing. 
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